


 Background

 Online planning tool for fish and wildlife:

 Pilot projects

 Objectives for Columbia Plateau pilot

 Pilot project as case study for regional coordination

 Habitat connectivity

 Climate change

 Statewide partnerships



 Call for Fish and Wildlife 

Decision-Support Systems

 Online Planning Tool

 Broad scale:

 “Macro-siting”

 Pre-Planning

 30,000’ level

 Use Wildlife 

Council guidance

document



Example: Visit fwp.mt.gov; search CAPS



Showing conservation species:



WAFWA Mule deer habitat

Some example building blocks:

… Need for updated Online Planning 

tools covering more ground…





 Categorize and map crucial habitat for 

selected priority species in the Columbia 

Plateau Ecoregion

 Use WGA guidance

 Map connectivity areas

 Incorporate climate change 



Phase 1: 

Data compilation

Begin to outline options 

for applying WGA 

habitat categories

Phase 2 (funding dependent):

Outline options for 

internet-accessible data

Goal: online by 2013



Species:

 Mule deer

 Sage sparrow

 Ferruginous hawk

 White-tailed jackrabbit

 Greater sage-grouse

 Redband trout

Species guilds:

 Bats

 Burrowing  animals:

• ground squirrels

• burrowing owls

• pygmy rabbits 

Habitats:

 Big sagebrush steppe

 Dunes

 Plant: Silene spaldingii



Number of 

Species

5

4

3

2

1

Landscape 

Integrity

Build on Washington work (Washington Wildlife Habitat 

Connectivity Working group: Dec 2010. See waconnected.org 

Coarse filter mapping: Landscape Integrity



Coarse filter mapping: Landscape Integrity

Partner with Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming Montana

Phase 2 of pilot projects



 Phase 1: 
Collaborative 
conceptual 
framework 

 Phase 2: Analyses

 Integrate with Online 
Planning Tool



NGOs, UW, others; for example, 

Washington Wildlife Habitat 

Connectivity Working Group
Connectivity 

expertise
Expert 
review

Climate change 
expertise

Species data

Priorities

Personnel 
resources

Species data

Decision Support 

System



Statewide partnerships

WGA – convened Stakeholder Advisory Group
Includes energy industry, conservation community, local 

government, NGOs, private landowners

WGA-convened federal coordination group 
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WWHCWG
STATEWIDE CONNECTIVITY
PARTNERSHIPS

Arid Lands Initiative
COLLABORATIVE CONSERVATION

WGA Columbia Plateau Pilot
INFORMATION DEVELOPMENT

2 YEAR PILOT

Idaho working groups
STATEWIDE PARTNERSHIPS

Oregon 
working 
Groups
STATEWIDE
CONNECTIVITY
PARTNERSHIPS

What are the roles and niches of the Northwest 
connectivity initiatives?

PERMANENT 
STATEWIDE DSS

PERMANENT
STATEWIDE DSS

PERMANENT
STATEWIDE DSS

Regional 
Compatability!



Identify opportunities for 
conserving and restoring 

habitat connectivity

ARID LANDS 
INITIATIVE

Develop, coordinate and 
implement conservation 

strategies

Coordination of Ecoregional Efforts that 

Washington is involved with:  

WGA Wildlife Corridors 
and Crucial Habitats 

Initiative 

Columbia Plateau 
Pilot Project

Provide easily accessible, 
consistent information on fish, 

wildlife and their habitats Per discussion with Sonia Hall, TNC; and

Joanne Schuett-Hames, WDFW



Contact information:

Audrey Hatch, Audrey.Hatch@dfw.wa.gov

mailto:Audrey.Hatch@dfw.wa.gov

